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Trials to begin on Covid-19 
vaccine in UK next month 


Exclusive 

Experts accelerate tests 
with aim of deploying 
treatment by end of year 


Ian Sample 
Science editor 


A massive effort is under way to 
develop a UK vaccine for the coro- 
navirus within months and make it 
available to save lives before the end 
of the year, the Guardian has learned. 


Researchers at Oxford University 
are planning a safety trial on humans 
next month of what is expected to be 
the UK’s first coronavirus vaccine. 
Provided that goes smoothly, they 
will move directly to a larger trial to 
assess how effective the vaccine is at 
protecting against the infection. 

Animal trials will start on the 
vaccine next weekat the Public Health 
England (PHE) laboratory at Porton 
Down near Salisbury. Normally, animal 
work must be completed before 
human trials start, but because sim- 
ilar vaccines have worked safely in 
trials for other diseases, the work has 
been accelerated. 


“We are conscious that a vaccine 
is needed as soon as possible and cer- 
tainly by June-July when we expecta 
big peak in mortality,” said Prof Adrian 
Hill, director of the Jenner Institute at 
Oxford. “This is not anormal situation. 
We will follow all standard trial safety 
requirements, but as soon as we have 
avaccine that’s working we anticipate 
there will bean accelerated pathway to 
get it deployed to save lives. The more 
vaccine we can provide the sooner the 
better.” 

This month, Anthony Fauci, direc- 
tor of the US National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases and a 
member of President Donald Trump’s 


taskforce, said a coronavirus vaccine 
was 12 to 18 months away - an expec- 
tation echoed by the UK chief scientific 
adviser, Sir Patrick Vallance - but Hill 
said the Oxford team, led by Prof Sarah 
Gilbert, and others were “aiming for 
much earlier”. 

Covid-19 was confirmed to have 
claimed a further 35 lives yesterday, 
bringing the UK death toll to 144. The 
latest victims were aged between 47 
and 96, and all had underlying health 
conditions. Confirmed cases stood at 
3,269. 

Boris Johnson claimed the next 12 


weeks could “turn the tide 
of this disease”, telling the o9 


The Queen issued a statement on coronavirus 


‘My family and I stand 
ready to play our part’ 


yesterday as she and Prince Philip left Buckingham 
Palace for Windsor Castle, promising to help the 
country unite for the ‘common goal’. Page 3 > 


Chancellor 

to subsidise 
pay to avert 
mass layoffs 


Angela Monaghan 
Phillip Inman 


The chancellor, Rishi Sunak, will 
reveal plans today to subsidise 
workers’ wages to prevent hundreds 
of thousands of layoffs as the Treasury 
comes under pressure to match the 
new Bank of England measures to limit 
the economic fall out from the Covid- 
19 pandemic. 

Amid warnings from the TUC that 
time is running out to save jobs, the 
chancellor is understood to be work- 
ing on the final details of the scheme 
- including how many workers should 
be covered, how longit should last for, 
and how it should be delivered. 

Sunak met the leaders of the TUC, 
the British Chambers of Commerce 
and the CBI as the Bank cut interest 
rates to 0.1% - their lowest ever level 
-and launched a fresh £200bn money 
creation scheme. 

The BoE also increased its quantita- 
tive easing stimulus package following 
further panic in financial markets 
over the handling of the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

The Bank made the decision at a 
special meeting of its rate-setting 
monetary policy committee yester- 
day. It will also buy an additional 
£200bn of UK government and corpo- 
rate bonds under a QE money-printing 
programme, designed to hold down 
the cost of borrowing and pump cash 
into the economy. 


It comes a week after the (2 


Windrush 
Inquiry blasts 
“institutional 


ignorance’ 
over race 
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